
 

BARBER, HERBERT GEORGE   

 Private  Essex Regiment  1st Battalion.  

Date of Death: 12/10/1916  

Service No: 19948  

Born Tolleshunt D'Arcy  resident & enlisted Southend-on-Sea. He was killed in Action. He originally joined the 

1
st
 Essex in Egypt following their evacuation from Gallipoli at the end of that year. They subsequently were 

transferred to France. 

The Battle of Le Transloy, 1916  

The village of Gueudecourt lies five kilometres directly south of Bapaume. Here, on October 12, 1916, the 

Newfoundland Regiment made its heroic assault during the Battle of Le Transloy, one of the major battles of the 

Somme. Arriving from the north where it had spent 10 weeks in the Ypres Salient, the 88th Brigade, in which the 

Newfoundland Regiment was serving, was temporarily attached to the British 12th Division, which was holding 

Gueudecourt. By nightfall on October 10, the Newfoundlanders were manning a 450-metre section of the firing 

line on the northern outskirts of the village. The attack went in at 2:05 in the afternoon of the 12th, all four 

Newfoundland companies advancing in line with the 1st Essex Battalion on their left. So closely did the men 

keep up to the curtain of their artillery barrage that several became casualties from the shrapnel of their own 

supporting guns. In the front German trenches the defenders, compelled by the shelling to remain under cover, 

were quickly engaged in hand-to-hand fighting. By 2:30 p.m. both assaulting battalions of the 88th Brigade had 

secured their initial objective—Hilt Trench in the German front line. 

As the Newfoundlanders advanced to their final objective, some 750 metres from their starting line, heavy 

machine-gun fire coming from the front and the right flank forced them back to Hilt Trench. On their left, a 

sharp German counter-attack drove the Essex Battalion back to the outskirts of Gueudecourt, leaving the 

Newfoundlanders with an open flank. Newfoundland bombing parties cleared and secured the vacated portion 

of Hilt Trench and with the Battalion's line suddenly doubled in length, all ranks began digging in the hard 

chalk to construct a new firing step and parapet and generally reverse the former German position. 

In the late afternoon the expected counter-attack developed, but determined fire from the Newfoundlanders' 

rifles and Lewis guns drove off the enemy with costly losses. The position was held against further assaults and 

during the night, the arrival of a relieving battalion of the 8th Brigade enabled the weary defenders to hand 

over their responsibilities and go into reserve. 

During the 55 hours that had elapsed since they had entered the trenches on October 10, the Newfoundland 

Regiment had suffered 239 casualties—of whom 120 had been killed or would die of wounds. But the Regiment 

had been one of the few units on the whole of the Fourth Army's front to capture and retain an objective. "The 

success," wrote the Brigade Commander later, "was all the more gratifying as it was the only real success 

recorded on that day." reference http://www.vac-acc.gc.ca/general/  

 Herbert earned the  1914-5 Star, the British War Medal and the Allied Victory Medal.  



 

 

  

Casualty Type: Commonwealth War Dead 

Grave/Memorial Reference: Pier and Face 10 D. 

Memorial: THIEPVAL MEMORIAL 

On 1 July 1916, supported by a French attack to 

the south, thirteen divisions of Commonwealth 

forces launched an offensive on a line from north 

of Gommecourt to Maricourt. Despite a 

preliminary bombardment lasting seven days, the 

German defences were barely touched and the 

attack met unexpectedly fierce resistance. Losses 

were catastrophic and with only minimal 

advances on the southern flank, the initial attack 

was a failure. In the following weeks, huge 

resources of manpower and equipment were 

deployed in an attempt to exploit the modest successes of the first day. However, the German Army resisted 

tenaciously and repeated attacks and counter attacks meant a major battle for every village, copse and farmhouse 

gained. At the end of September, Thiepval was finally captured. The village had been an original objective of 1 

July. Attacks north and east continued throughout October and into November in increasingly difficult weather 

conditions. The Battle of the Somme finally ended on 18 November with the onset of winter. In the spring of 

1917, the German forces fell back to their newly prepared defences, the Hindenburg Line, and there were no 

further significant engagements in the Somme sector until the Germans mounted their major offensive in March 

1918. The Thiepval Memorial, the Memorial to the Missing of the Somme, bears the names of more than 72,000 

officers and men of the United Kingdom and South African forces who died in the Somme sector before 20 

March 1918 and have no known grave. Over 90% of those commemorated died between July and November 

1916. The memorial also serves as an Anglo-French Battle Memorial in recognition of the joint nature of the 

1916 offensive and a small cemetery containing equal numbers of Commonwealth and French graves lies at the 

foot of the memorial. The memorial, designed by Sir Edwin Lutyens, was built between 1928 and 1932 and 

unveiled by the Prince of Wales, in the presence of the President of France, on 1 August 1932 (originally it had 

been scheduled for 16 May, but due to the sudden death of French President Doumer, as a mark of respect, the 

ceremony was postponed until August). The dead of other Commonwealth countries, who died on the Somme 

and have no known graves, are commemorated on national memorials elsewhere. No. of Identified Casualties: 

72091 


